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FARM HOMES USE WIDE VARIETY OF ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 


Increased availability of electricity in rural areas is making it pos~ 
sible for most U. S. farm homes to use many of the electrical appliances that 
are commonly used in city homes, according to replies to a questionnaire mail-~ 
ed by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics last July. 


Replies from about 8,400 farmers indicate that 3 percent of all U. S. 
farms have an electric washing machine; 38 percent have electric refrigerators; 
and 27 percent are using electricity as power for water systems. Twenty-five 
percent of the farms have electric vacuum cleaners; 12 percent have electric 
ranges; 10 percent have electric hot water heaters; and 7 percent have electric 
sewing machines, according to the survey. 


By geographic divisions, farmers in the Pacific Coast group of States 
reported the largest proportion of the farms with electric appliances. This 
group of States also has the highest proportion of farms with central station 
@lectric service. Farms in the Southern States generally reported the lowest 
proportions. 


The electric washing machine was the most commonly reported appliance 
in all areas except the South Atlantic and East South Central States where the 
electric refrigerator was more commonly reported. The electric range was more 
popular with farm families on the Pacific Coast than in other areas, although 
farms in the East North Central area, especially in the States of Michigan and 
Ohio, reported that nearly one farm in three had this appliance. About half of 
the farms in the Pacific, Middle Atlantic, East North Central, and New England 
groups of States reported the use of electricity for pumping water. 


Only 10 percent of all farms responding stated that they had an electric 
hot water heater and only in the Pacific Coast States did more than 20 percent 
of the farms report this item. For the U.S. as a whole, one farm in four re- 
ported an electric vacuum cleaner, but over half of the farms in the Middle 
Atlantic, East North Central States and Pacific States reported having this 
appliance, Although this survey indicated that only 7 percent of the farms had 
an electric sewing machine, replies to a 195 survey indicate that 82 percent 
of all U.S. farms had some kind of a sewing machine, so that the foot-operated 
sewing machine apparently is still widely used by farm families despite the in- 
creased use of electricity on the farm. 


Increased availability of electric power, and the comparatively high level 


of farm incomes during recent years have made it possible for many farm families 
to use electrical appliances for the first time. Between 1937 and 1947, the num 
ber of farms obtaining electricity from central power stations increased more 


than threefold. Even though the proportion of farm homes with this service still 


remains far below the proportion of urban homes with electric service, it is es- 


timated that 61 percent of U. S. farms had central power station electric service 


on June 30, 1947 1/. Extension of power lines in rural areas has continued at a 
rapid pace since that time. 


"Preliminary Report on Survey of Radios, Telephones, ectricity on Karns, 
July 1947," United States Department of iculture, Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, Washington, D. C.,December 157, 
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Electrical Appliances: Estimated Percent of Farms Having Specified 


Electrical Equipment, United States, July 197, e 
by Specified States 1/ : 
FeTiP iat 2 Electric: .. .”.~: Electric: Electric: Electric: Electric : Electric J 
State : Refrig- : Electr 1¢. -Washing : Water : Water =: Sewing : Vacuum 
pas abe :erator : "@M® ; wachine : System _: Heater _: Machine_ : Cleaner _ 
Pete Pete Pete Pete Pet. Pete Pete 
NeEnge2 58 14 70 45 28... 29 le 
WOYsD wa 63) SR. Ss BBO eee Shae ee 13 ay 
NeJe 72 26 69 69 12 23 61 
Pao eae 5 3 20 LB 0 a ee eee ee 
HoAtl. = O59 a = 520. OS 1b, 5d ee --~-#--- 
Ohio . 31 79 “US 18 15 
Ind. - 65 25 75 53 18 ge 61 
ri 60 26 68 a 16 10 8 
Miche 60 3 83 61 10 Uy 9 | 
Wis. 1B dB dB 88 eee eee 
E.N.tent. S026 Tb LY 0 es eee 
Towa 59 20 7a 32 15 9 hy 
Moe 33 8 Bit 22 2 Hh 23 
N.Dak. oo 
S.Dake 
Nebr e 28 7 36 17 8 6 20 
Kans 26 6 35 aby | 
W.N.Cents ~ 35 (0 TT a a ee eee 
Del & Md. 63 13 65 wis) 9 9 36 
Vas 32 3 33 19 Os 3 10 
WeVae 23 h ho 9 7 3 21 
NeCe 27 h 23 18 5 2 6 
SiC; 28 7 12 17 3 3 6 * 
Gae 26 6 16 22 10 6 5 
Flass. 2. Blert Ube ow 83 We 230 2 BB eee ee 
Ue ey Ee et oi Pear TO el 
Kye 2 5 26 5 ir 2 9 
Tenne 2); 11 2h 10 6 3 8 
Alae 27 8 15 16 5 2 h 
Misse 16 2 7 10 2 2 2 
Be So COMbe) 1) Sek ee ay Of ia) QB 6 oy MO gk ele é. oom 
rk. 17 3 21 Caer Lind a ee So). ae 
Lae 16 2 12 17 h 3 3 
Okla. 2h 1 31 15 3 5 18 
TOXee 0 8 20 en eee 25 wie 2 6 9 
E.Oente Teer ee OR es ee Ah es ee De: ee 
Mount. 2/ SR ee ee Ok ome ipostin ee ese ea enlG 13 eae ee 
ashe 69 30 86 Qhtan 35°07 0 Tey so eee 
Ore ge 67 39 87 63 Lo 22 7 
Calif. ie Ne EE, a BN BE 5 
Pacific 3 83 bs 3 26. Sebo ae 


1/Data in this table are based upon returns from a mailed questionnaire to a cross-section 

(random) sample of farmers in the United States. Appliances on only those farms having central — 
station electric service are included. The sampling standard error of toe State estimates varies 
from State to State and from applience to appliance, the maximum being about 5 percentage points. 
This statement of sampling error does not include any error that wight be attributable to. cause 

other than sampling, nor to the possibility that farmers not responding to the questionnaire 4, 
might be different from those wio do. No significance should be attached to suali differences be- 
tween States.  2/ Sample too small for State estimates. y 


